
Type of School
International all-day school for Grades K-12
Certified IB World School
State recognized substitute school 
(Grades 1 to 6)
State approved substitute school 
(Grades 7 to 10)

Grades	
Early Learning (Ages 3 to 5)
Primary School (Grades 1 to 5)
Secondary School (Grades 6 to 12)

School Languages
English as language of instruction
German as host country language and subject
Spanish and French starting in Grade 7
Different language courses in the afternoon

Language learning support	
EAL (English as an additional language)
GAL (German as an additional language)

Curricula
Curriculum of the IBO for the Primary Years 
Programme (PYP) from age 3 through Grade 5

The Secondary School aims to be a center of academic excellence with an 
international curriculum in Grades 6, 7 and 8 leading to the International Ge-
neral Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) and Mittlerer Schulabschluss 
(MSA) in Grades 9 and 10. The International Baccalaureate Diploma (IBDP) 
will provide the springboard for our future senior Grade 11 and 12 students to 
pursue university and vocational pursuits. 

The curricula delivered at BMS are recognized internationally as academically 
demanding and challenging, and at the same time designed to develop the 
whole person. Indeed, the foundation of our mission is ultimately to provide an 
educational environment that fosters the individual to find in themselves their 
potential and help them share their unique gifts with the rest of humanity.

Our student body is highly represented by the host country, with a rapidly 
growing global population enriching the entire school community with expo-
sure to different cultures and ways of thinking. In partnership with dedicated  
internationally qualified teachers, our students are active participants in their 
education. Diligence, curiosity, responsibility, independence, and respect 
are encouraged through school structures, both academic and pastoral, that  
allow our students the opportunity to acquire skills, knowledge and understan-
ding through experience. During these years in which students are developing 
from adolescents to self-confident young adults, independent learning and the 
identification with school life are the focal points of instruction. The selection 
of topics, the composition of the right team of teachers, the establishment of 
an appropriate structure and instruments for supporting and advancing all  
students, and the active inclusion of students in the learning process, are of 
decisive importance.

BMS Secondary School constantly aims to build an inclusive culture of lear-
ning that equips its students with the necessary skills to succeed in university 
education and be responsible participants in an increasingly competitive, inter-
connected global society. 

Secondary 
School



Berlin Framework Curriculum from age 3 
through Grade 10
Curriculum of the Cambridge University from 
Grade 6 to 10
Curriculum of the IBO for the Diploma 
Programme (DP) from Grade 11 to 12

Diplomas	
German Seconday School Leaving Certificate 
at the end of Grade 10 (Mittlerer Schulab-
schluss/MSA)
International General Certificate of Secondary 
Education (ICGSE) of Cambridge University at 
the end of Grade 10
IB Diploma of the IBO at the end of Grade 12

School Hours
Early Birds 7:30am - 8:30am
School Hours 8:30am – 3:00pm
Co-Curricula Educational Program
3:00pm - 6:00pm

Students
600 students from Kindergarten to Grade 8
Growth year by year – forecasted student 
number in 2015/2016: 900

Student nationalities	
44 nationalities within our student body

Student home languages 
38 different home languages are spoken at 
BMS

Class Size	
22 students

Parallel to its rigorous academic curriculum, BMS Secondary School has an 
effective Advisory system in which students are given guidance regarding their 
academic, social and emotional needs. At the same time, we aim to foster  
students´ ambition, help them realize their potential, accompany them in going 
beyond their limits, and expect them to demonstrate respect and responsibi-
lity in their actions. The Secondary Co-Curricula Educational Program (CCEP) 
helps to facilitate this and offers a variety of sporting, artistic and cultural oppor-
tunities for all students and takes full advantage of the schools’ fantastic central 
location and facilities. 

In Grades 6, 7 and 8 students study a uniquely designed program that draws 
from the best curricula around the world. Subject specific skills, transdisci-
plinary skills and general learning techniques are explicitly taught, ensuring 
students develop an effective toolbox of strategies needed for the IGCSE, MSA 
and IBDP years.

The Grade 6, 7 and 8 curriculum provides an exciting, stimulating and chal-
lenging course of study that focuses on building both the knowledge base and 
skills. The program:
•	 develops and encourages vital educational skills, including oral skills,  

investigative skills, problem solving, teamwork, recall of knowledge, and 
initiative

•	 exposes students to a range of assessment techniques 
•	 provides training for sitting formal examinations
•	 takes into account differing abilities of students
•	 provides accurate and ongoing feedback on student performance 
•	 provides the perfect platform for undertaking the IGCSE program

Subjects include German, English, Mathematics, Science, Information & Com-
munication Technology, Geography and History, Ethics, Sports, Performing 
Arts and Visual Arts. In Grade 7 students will begin the study of a third foreign 
language, choosing between Spanish and French. For students who require 
help with the language of instruction, English, or the language of the host coun-
try, German, we offer a “Language Support Program”. 



In Grades 9 and 10 students study the International General Certificate of 
Secondary Education (IGCSE) which is a globally recognized educational qua-
lification. Additionally, all students can choose to take the German MSA (Mitt-
lerer Schulabschluss) in Grade 10. Both leaving certificates allow students to 
enter vocational training programs in Germany as well as abroad and serve as 
a means of testing the abilities of individual students on the way to the IBDP 
in Grades 11 and 12. A student who has passed the IGCSE is eligible for any 
Senior School leaving qualification or any international pre-university program, 
such as the IB Diploma, Advanced Placement Diploma (US), and A/AS Level 
& AICE (UK).

The IGCSE offers a wider range of subjects and encourages high academic 
standards through a practical approach to teaching and learning. Most subjects 
offer a choice between core curriculum and extended curriculum. This gives 
students of all ability levels the freedom to choose subjects that are right for 
them and, thereby, the opportunity to succeed. 
The IGCSE provides an exciting, stimulating and intelligent course of study for 
Grade 9 and 10 students. The IGCSE:
•	 is one of the most sought-after and recognized qualifications in the world. It  

develops and encourages vital educational skills, including oral skills, investi- 
gative skills, problem solving, team work, recall of knowledge, and initiative

•	 program has worldwide status and credibility due to moderated external 
assessments 

•	 curriculum is balanced and lends an international perspective to studies. It 
also takes account of differing abilities of students 

•	 provides the perfect platform for undertaking Senior School IB Diploma 
Programme

In Grades 11 and 12 students complete the IB Diploma, which is considered 
to be among the most rigorous and therefore most respected secondary school 
programs due to its demanding requirements. In this intensive program, stu-
dents are provided with comprehensive support to compile the most fitting 
selection of subjects for each individual student. During the last year of their 
education, students will receive wide-ranging support when selecting and  
applying to universities in Germany and around the world.
BMS students entering the Senior School, Grades 11 and 12, will comple-

Staff
International team of 130 staff members

Staff nationalities
Staff body consisting of 16 nationalities

Teacher/Student Ratio
1 teacher for 8 students

Certifications
Certified as an IB World School according to 
the guidelines of the IBO
Certified Exams Center of Cambridge 
University
Certified as a Recognized Substitute School 
according to the Senate Guidelines for 
Education

Core Subjects & Electives for
Grades 6 to 10
German, English, Math, Science, History, Geo-
graphy, Ethics, ICT (6th grade), Performing 
Arts, Visual Arts, Music, Sport, French (from 
7th grade), Spanish (from 7th grade), Life 
Skills Program as Elective (from 8th grade), 
International Mathematics (9th & 10th grade), 
Economics, Business & Management (9th & 
10th grade) 

Core Subjects & Electives 
for Grades 11 and 12
Group 1 Language A – German; English
Group 2 Language B – German; English; 
French; Spanish



Group 3 Humanities – Geography; History; 
Business & Management
Group 4 Science – Biology; Chemistry; Phy-
sics
Group 5 Mathematics – Maths Higher Level; 
Maths Standard Level; Mathematical Studies
Group 6 Arts and Electives – Visual Arts; 
Performing Arts; Biology; Economics
Core – Theory of Knowledge; Extended Essay; 
Creativity, Action and Service (CAS) 
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te either the International Baccalaureate Diploma (IBDP) or International  
Baccalaureate Certificate (IBCP). The IBDP at BMS is a two year Senior  
Secondary course of study that is considered excellent preparation for uni-
versity and vocational pursuits worldwide. The IB Diploma is viewed as an 
‘international passport’ to higher education. For Germany, a resolution of the 
Conference of Ministers of Education in June 2011 states the following: “An  
International Baccalaureate Diploma… shall be recognized as valid for univer-
sity admission, if it has been obtained after attending at least twelve years 
of full-time education.” Therefore, the IB Diploma is an equivalent secondary 
school graduating qualification, equal to the Abitur. 

Learning how to learn and evaluate information critically is an integeral part of 
the program. Students achieve a considerable depth of study within the broad 
curriculum in which subjects are studied concurrently to produce a well-roun-
ded learner. Flexibility of choice allows students to follow their interests and 
strengths. This deliberate combination of breadth and depth equips students 
with skills and attitudes they require to excel in university and vocational educa-
tion and encourages international understanding and responsible citizenship.

The IB provides an exciting, stimulating and intelligent course of study for  
Grade 11 and 12 students. The IB Diploma:
•	 is a Secondary School Graduating Diploma with university admissions  

recognition in Germany and considered an ‘international passport’ to uni-
versities worldwide

•	 encourages international mindedness within the foundation of students´ 
own language and culture

•	 facilitates students taking responsibility for their own learning and learning 
how to learn which is considered excellent preparation for university edu-
cation

•	 has a reputation for a rigorous external assessment with published global 
standards, making this a qualification welcomed by universities worldwide

•	 emphasizes the development of the whole student – academically, physically,  
intellectually, emotionally and ethically


