
Who we are Where we are
in place and time

How we express 
ourselves

How the world works How we organize 
ourselves

How we share 
the planet

An inquiry into the nature, of the 
self, beliefs and values; personal, 
physical, mental, social and spiri- 
tual health; human relationships 
including families, friends, com-
munities and cultures, rights and 
responsibilities; what it means to be 
human.

An inquiry into place and time; 
personal histories, homes and 
journeys; the discoveries, explora-
tions and migrations of humankind; 
the relationships between and the 
interconnectedness of individuals 
and civilizations, from local and 
global perspectives.

An inquiry into ways in which we 
discover and express ideas, feel-
ings, nature, culture, beliefs and 
values; the ways in which we reflect 
on, extend and enjoy our creativity; 
our appreciation of the aesthetic.

An inquiry into the natural world 
and its laws; the interaction bet-
ween the natural world (physical  
and biological) and human socie-
ties; how humans use their under-
standings of scientific 
principles; the impact of scientific 
and technological advances on 
society and the environment.

An inquiry into the interconnected- 
ness of human-made systems and 
communities; the structure and 
function of organizations; societal 
decision-making; economic activi-
ties and their impact on humankind 
and the environment.

An inquiry into rights and responsi- 
bilities in the struggle to share finite 
resources with other people and 
with other living things; communi-
ties and the relationships within 
and between them; access to equal 
opportunities; peace and conflict 
resolution.
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Using our senses
Subject focus: 
Science, PSE
Central idea:
We experience and explore the 
world through our senses.
Concepts: 
function, reflection, perspective 

Here we go
Subject focus: 
Social Studies
Central idea:
Different types of vehicles allow us 
to get from one place to another.
Concepts: 
form, function, causation

Celebrations
Subject focus: 
Social Studies, Language, Music, 
Arts
Central idea:
People recognize important events 
through celebrations and traditions.
Concepts:
reflection, perspective

Materials Matter
Subject focus: 
Science
Central idea:
Materials have properties which can 
be investigated.
Concepts: 
function, causation

Our School Community
Subject focus: 
Social Studies
Central idea:
Our school is a community of peo-
ple working together.
Concepts: 
responsibility, function, connection

Living together
Subject focus: 
Science, Social Studies
Central idea:
We share the planet with many 
living things.
Concepts: 
change, connection, responsibility
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Healthy choices
Subject focus: 
Science, PE
Central idea:
The choices we make have a life-
long effect on ourselves and others.
Concepts: 
change, causation, connection 

A child through time
Subject focus: 
Social Studies
Central idea:
People go through different 
experiences and bodily changes as 
they grow older.
Concepts: 
form, change, perspective

Everyone has a story to tell
Subject focus: 
Language
Central idea:
We can express and communicate 
ideas and experiences through 
stories
Concepts: 
form, function

Simple machines
Subject focus: 
Science
Central idea:
We use simple machines to make 
our lives easier.
Concepts: 
function, change

Where does our food come from?
Subject focus: 
Science, Social Studies
Central idea:
The food that we eat comes from a 
variety of different sources.
Concepts: 
responsibility, connection, 
perspective

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
Subject focus: 
Social Studies
Central idea:
People can make routines in order 
to sustain and maintain the Earth´s 
resources.
Concepts: 
responsibility, causation
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Parts of My Body
Subject focus: 
Science, PE
Central idea:
Our body is made up of different 
parts that work together.
Concepts: 
function, connection, responsibility

Where in the world are we?
Subject focus: 
Social studies
Central idea:
Maps and globes have been used 
through history as tools for people 
to use to locate themselves on the 
planet.
Concepts: 
function, connection, perspective

Media
Subject focus: 
Social studies, Language, Art
Central idea:
Advertisements influence how we 
think and the choices we make.
Concepts: 
function, perspective, reflection

Planet Earth
Subject focus: 
Science
Central idea:
The unique geographic location and 
physical features of earth support 
life.
Concepts: 
perspective, responsibility, 
causation

City Systems 
Subject focus: 
Social Studies
Central idea:
Cities are systems that have similar 
characteristics to one another.
Concepts: 
form, function, change

Water
Subject focus: 
Science, Social Studies 
Central idea:
Water is a limited resource 
essential to life.
Concepts: 
responsibility, causation, change
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Give and Take 
Subject focus: 
Social studies
Central idea:
Listening to the perspectives of 
others and communicating our own 
points of view help us live peace-
fully together.
Concepts: 
perspective, responsibility, 
reflection

Influence of technical inventions 
through the ages
Subject focus: 
Social studies, Science
Central idea:
Throughout time humans have 
developed inventions to meet needs 
and solve problems.
Concepts: 
causation, function, connection

Authors and Poets 
Subject focus: 
Language, Arts
Central idea:
People express themselves through 
different styles of writing.
Concepts: 
reflection, connection

Light and Sound
Subject focus: 
Science
Central idea:
Light and sound have physical 
properties that can be investigated. 
Concepts: 
form, function

Rules, Rights and Responsibilities
Subject focus: 
Social Studies
Central idea:
Rights and responsibilities within 
societies help to protect citizens.
Concepts: 
responsibility, causation, 
perspective

Plant and Animal Adaptation
Subject Focus: 
Science
Central idea: 
Living organisms adapt to an 
environment to help meet their 
basic needs.
Concepts: 
causation, change, responsibility
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What do I believe?
Subject focus: 
Social studies 
Central idea:
Belief systems in the world 
influence who we are and how we 
interact with each other.
Concepts:
perspective, form

Ancient Civilizations
Subject focus: 
Social Studies
Central idea:
Our present-day society has been 
shaped by ancient civilizations.
Concepts: 
connection, causation

Artists
Subject focus: 
Art, Music, Social Studies
Central idea:
Artists express ideas, emotions and 
reflect social issues through their 
work.
Concepts: 
perspective, reflection, 
responsibility

Our Natural World
Subject focus: 
Science
Central idea:
The natural world is made up of 
systems that influence people’s 
lives.
Concepts:
Connection, causation, form

Europe
Subject focus: 
Social Studies
Central idea:
Europe is both a continent and a 
political, social and economic entity
Concepts: 
form, causation

EXHI    B ITION   
Student-created central idea, lines 
of inquiry and concepts
Concept for all groups: 
responsibility

At the heart of the Berlin Metropolitan School’s curriculum for Preschool 
through grade 5 is a commitment to structured, purposeful inquiry as 
the leading vehicle for learning. Through the framework of the Primary 
Years Programme (PYP), students are engaged in inquiry-based learning 
experiences where they ask questions, make connections to their prior 
knowledge, explore new ideas, and investigate ways to solve problems. 
Our school curriculum focuses on the development of the whole child; 
through creative problem solving, working in cooperative learning groups, 
and collaborating to create shared understandings on a topic, children 
also develop their social skills and emotional competence in addition to 
their academic growth.  

Our curriculum is organized around six transdisciplinary themes: who 
we are, where we are in place and time, how we express ourselves, how 
the world works, how we organize ourselves and how we share the pla-
net. These themes, revisited each year at a deeper level, are designed 
around areas of knowledge which are of global significance for all studen-
ts. They offer students the opportunity to explore knowledge of genuine 
importance in the understanding of the human condition. 

In Preschool to grade 5, students study six units of inquiry, which enable  
a balance of subject-specific knowledge, concepts and skills. The Berlin  
Metropolitan School Programme of Inquiry (POI) contextualizes the trans-
disciplinary themes, providing a coherent and well-articulated program of 
study throughout the Primary School and the beginning of the Secondary 
School. In our Programme of Inquiry, shown in the matrix provided, the 
six transdisciplinary themes run vertically, and the grade levels run hori-
zontally. The PYP culminates in the Exhibition, a formal presentation of 
independent research projects undertaken by 5th grade students.

	 BMS is an authorized IB World School

Transdisciplinary learning organized through units of inquiry

Programme of Inquiry - Primary School



At the heart of the Berlin Metropolitan School’s curriculum for children 
3 to 11 years old is a commitment to structured, purposeful inquiry as 
the leading vehicle for learning. Through the framework of the Primary 
Years Programme (PYP), students are engaged in inquiry-based lear-
ning experiences where they ask questions, make connections to their 
prior knowledge, explore new ideas, and investigate ways to solve prob-
lems. Our school curriculum focuses on the development of the whole 
child; through creative problem solving and play, working in cooperative 
learning groups and collaborating to create shared understandings on a 
topic, children develop their social skills and emotional competence in 
addition to their academic growth.  

Our curriculum is organized around six transdisciplinary themes: who we 
are, where we are in place and time, how we express ourselves, how the 
world works, how we organize ourselves and how we share the planet. 
These themes, revisited each year at a deeper level, are designed around 
areas of knowledge which are of global significance for all students.  
They offer students the opportunity to explore knowledge of genuine im-
portance in the understanding of the human condition. 

For children 3 to 4 years old, students study four units of inquiry which 
enable a balance of subject-specific knowledge, concepts and skills. 
5-year-olds study six units of inquiry, preparing them for the programme 
of inquiry they will engage with in the Primary School. The Berlin Metro-
politan School Early Years Programme of Inquiry (POI) contextualizes 
the transdisciplinary themes, providing a coherent and well-articulated 
program of study throughout the Preschool and the Primary School. In 
our Programme of Inquiry, shown in the matrix provided, the six trans-
disciplinary themes run vertically, and the grade levels run horizontally.
 
	 BMS is an authorized IB World School

Transdisciplinary learning organized through units of inquiry

Programme of Inquiry - Early Learners

Who we are Where we are
in place and time

How we express 
ourselves

How the world works How we organize 
ourselves

How we share 
the planet

An inquiry into the nature, of the 
self, beliefs and values; personal, 
physical, mental, social and spiritual 
health; human relationships inclu-
ding families, friends, communities 
and cultures, rights and responsibili-
ties; what it means to be human.

An inquiry into place and time; 
personal histories, homes and 
journeys; the discoveries, explora-
tions and migrations of humankind; 
the relationships between and the 
interconnectedness of individuals 
and civilizations, from local and 
global perspectives.

An inquiry into ways in which we 
discover and express ideas, feel-
ings, nature, culture, beliefs and 
values; the ways in which we reflect 
on, extend and enjoy our creativity; 
our appreciation of the aesthetic.

An inquiry into the natural world 
and its laws; the interaction bet-
ween the natural world (physical  
and biological) and human 
societies; how humans use their 
understandings of scientific prin-
ciples; the impact of scientific and 
technological advances on society 
and the environmen

An inquiry into the interconnected- 
ness of human-made systems and 
communities; the structure and 
function of organizations; societal 
decision-making; economic activities 
and their impact on humankind and 
the environment.

An inquiry into rights and responsi- 
bilities in the struggle to share finite 
resources with other people and with 
other living things; communities and 
the relationships within and between 
them; access to equal opportunities; 
peace and conflict resolution.
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Central idea: 
Our bodies are made to do many 
things.

Concepts: 
form, function, change

An inquiry into:
•	 What I look like
•	 How I use my body
•	 The function of parts of my body
•	 How my body changes

Not introduced at this age Central idea: 
We express ourselves through play 
every day.

Concepts: 
form, function, perspective

An inquiry into:
•	 Favorite games and toys and how 

we can use them
•	 How we use emotions while 

playing
•	 How we develop creativity 

through play

Not introduced at this age Central idea: 
Mealtimes are shared by people 
around the world.

Concepts: 
function, responsibility, reflection

An inquiry into:
•	 Social behavior when eating 

together
•	 Important things to remember 

when preparing food
•	 Different foods that people like
•	 Skills needed to organize a meal 

Central idea: 
We share the planet with many 
different animals.

Concepts: 
form, connection, responsibility

An inquiry into:
•	 Domestic animals in our homes
•	 The similarities and  

differences between wild and 
domestic animals

•	 How to be responsible  
towards animals
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Central idea: 
Our families shape who we are.

Concepts: 
form, function, perspective

An inquiry into:
•	 What a family is
•	 Roles and responsibilities within 

a family
•	 How families are similar or  

different
•	 Family traditions and  

celebrations
•	 The importance of family

Central idea: 
Where people live and what they do 
influences what they wear.

Concepts:
causation, change

An inquiry into:
•	 The kinds of clothes we wear
•	 How weather and the different 

seasons affect what we wear
•	 Other factors that influence what 

people wear

Central idea: 
People use different materials to 
express themselves through art.

Concepts: 
function, change, perspective

An inquiry into:
•	 The properties of different 

materials
•	 How everyday objects can be 

transformed into art
•	 The expression of ideas and  

feelings through art

Not introduced at this age Not introduced at this age Central idea: 
Many plants provide us and other 
animals with food.

Concepts: 
form, function, responsibility

An inquiry into:
•	 What fruits and vegetables we eat
•	 Where and how fruits and  

vegetables grow
•	 What plants animals eat
•	 Our responsibility towards our food

AGE
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Central idea: 
Friends have a special role in our 
lives.

Concepts: 
form, function, reflection

An inquiry into:
•	 What a friend is
•	 Why friends are important
•	 How friends are similar or different
•	 How to make and keep friends

Central idea: 
Places people live resemble each 
other in many ways.

Concepts: 
form, connection

An inquiry into:
•	 Neighborhoods where we live
•	 Similarities and differences  

between locations
•	 Special features of where we live

Central idea: 
We use our bodies to express 
ourselves.

Concepts:
 form, function, change

An inquiry into:
•	 Meaning of facial expressions 

and gestures around the world
•	 Different types of movement 

(dance, games, interpretation 
through movement)

•	 Significance of music,  
pattern and rhythm in movement

Central idea: 
Light creates shadows and reflec-
tions.

Concepts: 
form, function, change

An inquiry into:
•	 Different sources of light
•	 What happens when light is 

blocked
•	 Reflective surfaces and how they 

make things look different
•	 Shadows that can be made and 

how they can be changed

Central idea: 
People’s contributions help to make 
a community. 

Concepts: 
function, connection, responsibility 

An inquiry into:
•	 Our classroom community
•	 What roles people play in a  

community
•	 How their role helps the  

community
•	 How roles are interconnected

Central idea: 
People are responsible for keeping 
balance in nature.

Concepts: 
form, reflection, responsibility

An inquiry into:
•	 What nature is
•	 What nature gives us
•	 Our daily personal responsibility to 

protect nature

  


