


School Hours	
Early Birds 7:30am - 8:30am
School Hours 8:30am – 3:00pm
Co-Curricula Educational Program 
3:00pm - 6:00pm

Students
600 students from Kindergarten to Grade 8
Growth year by year – forecasted student 
number in 2015/2016: 900

Student nationalities
44 nationalities within our student body

Student home languages 
38 different home languages are spoken at 
BMS

Class Size
22 children per class

Staff
International team of 130 staff members

Staff nationalities	
Staff body consisting of 16 nationalities

Teacher/Student Ratio
1 teacher for 8 students

Core Subjects for Grades 1 to 5
German, English, Math, Unit of Inquiry, 
Drama, Music, Art, Movement/Sport, Library

The Six Units of Inquiry offer students the opportunity to explore knowledge 
of genuine importance in the understanding of the human condition. Through 
Grades 1 to 5, students revisit these themes on a deeper level each year, 
enabling the acquisition of subject-specific knowledge, concepts and skills. 
Our Programme of Inquiry (POI) contextualizes these transdisciplinary themes,  
providing a coherent, challenging and well-articulated program of study through- 
out Primary School. 

Students make connections through the instruction of the six themes, where 
instruction in Language, Mathematics, Social Science, Science, Arts, and Phy-
sical Education aims to relay not only subject-specific skills, but to cultivate 
such conceptual skills as critical thinking, investigation, collaboration and active 
engagement, as well as transdisciplinary skills, such as research, self-manage-
ment and communication. The inclusion of the creative arts into the curricu-
lum, including art, music, and expressive movement, enriches and reinforces 
student learning across the entire POI.

Learning is supported by intensive practical application of knowledge in the 
classroom and by the active inclusion of students in the learning process. The 
point of departure for each unit is the students themselves, with their previous 
knowledge and their questions. Within the framework of our school program, 
we incorporate children’s natural thirst for knowledge from the very beginning, 
foster this unchecked curiosity, and steer them toward essential learning out-
comes. 

The goal of inquiry learning is to reach learning outcomes as defined and struc-
tured by the Learner Profile. As in accordance with the IBO Mission Statement, 
the Berlin Metropolitan School seeks to cultivate learners who are:

Balanced
Caring
Communicators
Inquirers



Knowledgeable
Open-minded
Principled
Reflective
Risk-Takers
Thinkers

As a state recognized school, we fulfill the requirements of the Berliner Rah-
menlehrplan. We adapt the Berlin state expectations to the BMS curriculum 
in order to provide a coherent framework for our international and German  
families. 

We work exclusively in age homogeneous classes in order to support the devel-
opment of each individual student. Classes consist of students who learn at 
varying speeds and who have different strengths and weaknesses. Therefore, 
we focus on a differentiated method of teaching, to take into account these 
differing abilities of students. We invest in bringing out and supporting students’ 
unique talents. Our approach of differentiated instruction is especially impor-
tant and significant in bringing out the best in every child. 

As many of our lessons involve group work and project work, students learn 
how to learn from and with each other early on in their education. The class-
room becomes a learning community, where students share information, 
receive peer-help from their fellow students and motivate each other. Since  
students often learn better from other students and can accept criticism more 
easily from their classmates, group and project work creates a dynamic that 
fosters effective and lasting knowledge acquisition. 

The Berlin Metropolitan School hires qualified and experienced staff to  
teach the Primary Years Programme and places significant focus on training  
teachers yearly to deepen their understanding of teaching. With an approach of  

Primary School Library
Primary PYP Library with over 3000 books
Weekly scheduled library hours for all students

The six themes of the Programme 
of Inquiry
Who we are
Where we are in place and time
How we express ourselves
How the world works
How we organize ourselves 
How we share the planet

Learner Profiles
Balanced
Caring
Communicators
Inquirers
Knowledgeable 
Open-Minded 
Principled
Reflective
Risk-Takers
Thinkers

Certifications
Certified as an IB World School according to 
the guidelines of the IBO
Certified Exams Center of Cambridge 
University
Certified as a Recognized Substitute School 
according to the Senate Guidelines for 
Education



Berlin Metropolitan School
Linienstraße 122
10115 Berlin

Phone	 +49 30 8872 739 0
Fax	 +49 30 8872 739 20

info@metropolitanschool.com
www.metropolitanschool.com

meaningful, differentiated instruction, we provide the framework to support 
every student in achieving his/her best. We, as a school, regard ourselves as an 
institution of learning and as a role model for our students, in whom we aim to 
inspire the joy of life-long learning.

Our school program teaches beyond the classroom, where students are encou-
raged to take action and implement their learning in the environment around 
them. Our school calendar is filled with a variety of opportunities to celebrate 
learning achievements and to experience learning as a community. Class 
trips and excursions as tied to the both the Learner Profile and the Units of  
Inquiry, allow students to reflect on their learning outside the classroom and 
thus aid in cultivating the learning outcome goals of reflection, choice and  
action. 

As an all-day school we offer a Co-Curricula Educational Program until 6:00pm, 
where students can participate in clubs, workshops or simply play with their 
friends. The program is an essential component for a well-rounded education 
and gives each student the opportunity to discover talents or explore interests 
and hobbies. 


